Throwing Heat by Fred Bowen
Writing Prompts/Discussion Questions
Aligned with Common Core Reading Standards
Directions: Use details from the text to support ALL of your responses.
Chapter 1
Describe the setting and what is happening. What does the first chapter already tell
you about the main character Jack?

Chapter 2
What do you learn about Jack in this chapter? How is that different from what you
learned in Chapter 1?

Chapter 3
Why is Jack suddenly interested in his sister’s new boyfriend Finn? What do they
have in common? How can Finn help Jack?

Chapter 4
At the end of the first pitching lesson, Finn says tells Mr. Lerner that Jack “could
be a real good pitcher if he works at it.” But when Jack hears this, he “rolls his
eyes.” What does that expression mean? Why does Jack roll his eyes?

Chapter 5
What does Jack find out about Finn? How will that affect whether he wants Finn to
help him anymore?

Chapter 6
What do the statistics tell Jack about his pitching in this game? Compare his first
inning statistics with the statistics in his next two innings. What might have helped
him pitch better?

Chapter 7
Think about the way Jack pitches. How does that compare with the way he plays
Ping-Pong. How does his style compare with Andy Wong’s, the new guy who is
also an excellent Ping-Pong player?

Chapter 8
Why does Finn tell Jack about Steve Dalkowski and Sandy Koufax? What the
biggest difference between Finn’s idea about pitching and Jack’s? Who do you
think is right?

Chapter 9
Jack’s teammates congratulate him after he is taken out of the game. What is
Jack’s reaction to their congratulations?

Chapter 10
Andy Wong beat Jack in the Ping-Pong tournament. How did the way Andy play,
help Jack understand what Finn has been trying to tell him all along? How does
Jack’s email to Finn show that he is starting to change his opinion about Finn?

Chapter 11
Compare Jack’s reaction to Finn’s coaching now with his reaction to Finn’s
coaching in Chapter 8. What has changed?

Chapter 12
Examine the statistics for Jack’s fastballs and change-ups. How do the statistics
show that he is getting better? Look at his stats for May 8 (5/8). Jack pitched 9
fastballs out of 40 pitches were strikes, and 8 change ups out of 20 pitches were
strikes. Was he more successful with his fastballs or his change ups? Explain your
answer.

Chapters 13 – 14
The last line in Chapter 14 is “Jack couldn’t wait to tell Finn.” Why is he excited
to tell Finn about the game. What does that last line show about Jack and his
relationship with Finn?

Chapter 15
What is the big, overall lesson Jack learns from his pitching sessions and talks with
Finn?

Overall Question:
In just a few words, write down what this whole story is about (the overall theme
or big idea). Explain your response.

The Real Story (The nonfiction section at the end)
How does the information in The Real Story relate to the theme or the plot of the
whole story?

